
July 16, 2020 

Good morning Woods Families, 

This is your principal, Cotton Bryan, coming to you on this midsummer 

morning.  I hope this video finds you with as much peace, sanity, and health as 

you’re able to muster in these tough times. 

As most of your know, all public schools in North Carolina have been tasked 

with creating three different reopening plans for the start of school in August.  

Plan A calls for everyone to be back on campus with strict health guidelines in 

place.  Plan B is a hybrid plan with a mix of in-person and remote learning, but 

with no more than 50% of our students on campus at any one time.  And Plan C 

calls for remote instruction. 

This past week Governor Cooper announced his recommendation that all 

schools start the year with Plan B.  Public schools will not be allowed to start 

with Plan A, but he would allow schools to start with a more restrictive plan, 

Plan C, if they chose. 

Immediately following the Governor’s announcement, we sent surveys to Woods 

parents and Woods teachers, and I am just so grateful for the many respondents 

we had and the many thoughtful insights you shared.  Thank you for that. 

With those responses in mind, and as we keep daily vigilance on the key COVID 

metrics for our area, we have decided that the most prudent plan for starting our 

year is with remote instruction.  It’s not what we prefer, but we believe it’s the 

plan that best matches our goals of keeping our students and teachers safe, while 

also providing calmest and most coherent instruction at this time.  So we will be 

in remote instruction for at least the first seven weeks of school. 

In the spring our faculty had a few days to prepare for emergency remote 

instruction.  We’ve now had several months to prepare, and though we don’t 

prefer teaching in two dimensions, we are excited to offer a form of remote 

instruction that is as robust and creative as anything we’ve done before. 

In the short run, this decision is a painful one.  I’m well aware of what this means 

for our students, and as a parent of three students myself, I know well the weight 



and complexity this adds to parents who are already juggling so many difficult 

and competing commitments.   

In the long run I can see a day when we’re on the other side of this, and we’ll 

look back and measure ourselves by the integrity, creativity, and grit that would 

summoned to meet the task. 

We’ll have more updates in the days and weeks ahead.  For now, thank you for 

your time.   

Please take good care. 

 


